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kong zhong I16u gé
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hén jit yi gian ydu yi wei cai zhl, ta fei chang fu you
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Once upon a time, there was a rich man.

dan shéng xing yu dun, jing zuo sha shi
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But he was not very intelligent.

yi tian, ta dao lin cln de yi wéi cai zhu jia zuo ke
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One day, he was visiting one of his rich neighbors.

ta kan dao yi zhuang san céng léu de xin wi , piao liang ji le
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He saw a new and beautiful three-story building

ta féi chang xian mu
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and was very envious.

hao pido liang a
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It's so beautiful.

wo yé hén ydu gian, wo yé déi you
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I'm rich too and | must have one as well.

hui dao jia ta ma shang zhao lai gong jiang
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He immediately talked to some contractors.

xiang lin ctin de na zhuang xin l6u ni men néng gai hdo ma
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Are you guys able to build me a building like my neighbor's?



Néng. na zhuang l6u shi wd men ji ge zao de
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Yes. We actually built that one.

Hao, nimen zhao yang zi zai géi wd gai yi ci
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Great, build one for me just like it.

jizhu , wo yao san I6u de fang zi
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Remember, | want a three-story building

yao hé na zhuang yi mu yi yang
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exactly the same as his.

nin fang xin ba , méi wen ti
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No problem, don't worry.

yi tian , cai zht lai dao gong di
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One day, the rich man came to the construction site.

kan jian gong jiang men zhéng zai da di jT , xin Ii shi fén na mén
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He was confused to see the workers building a foundation.

ni men zhe shi zai gan shén me ya
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What are you guys doing?

zao yi zhuang san céng de I6u ya! shi zhao nin fén fu de gan de ya
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Building a three-story house as you ordered.

bu dui bu dui, wd zhi yao zui shang mian de na céng
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No, no...I only wanted the top level,

xia mian na liang céng wo bu yao, kuai chai diao
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not the bottom two. Get rid of them, now!



gong jiang men ting wan hou ha ha da xiao
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The contractors started laughing at his remark.

sha cai zhu wang zhe fang ji fa leng
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The rich man stares at the foundation,

ta bu zht dao zhi yao zui shang mian yi céng
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not knowing that it's impossible

bl yao xia mian liang céng
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even for the most skilled contractors

na shi zai gao ming de gong jiang yé gai bu chi lai de
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to build the top level without the bottom two.

kdng zhong I6u gé : biyu bu qié shi ji de kdng xiang -
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“kong zhong lou ge ” :lt refers to unrealistic ideas.



