4%4‘ HAPPY IDIOM

HAPPY |DIDM

San rén chéng hu

BN N

zai chdn qgit zhan gué shi qr
r H K E W
During the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Period,

gud jia zhT jian jing chang fa shéng zhan zhéng
B ox Zz W & % K & & 9
war was frequent between nations.

na shi hou
i/ I 73
At that time,

guo yu gud zht jian
5 2z
the crown prince of one country

tong chang dou shi jiang tai zi jiao géi dui fang zud wéi rén zhi
wow W o K KT aREm N TfE N AR

would be sent to another country as a hostage

jié ¢l bido shi zi ji bu hui gong jT dui fang
il & o~ BoAS Hod X s

to show that it would not attack the other country.

you yi ci, wei gud da chén pang cong
1 — B B K R OE A

Once, Pang Cong, a minister of the State of Wei,

ji jiang péi tong wei guo tai zi
IR TGN/ S R NI

is ready to accompany the Wei crown prince

dao zhao guo qu zuo rén zhi
OB P (RN i

on a trip to the State of Zhao, where the prince will become a hostage.



ta dan xin zhao guo ydu rén shud ta de huai hua
(LT (= SIS 2 E S /NS ¢ LA N
Fearing that there'll be people speaking ill of him

wei wang bu zai xiang xin ta
moE A H M fE
and that the Wei king will not trust him again,

lin xing gian bian dui weéi wang shud
& 47 " fE X B E U
he says to the Wei king before his departure:

da wang, ra gud ybu rén xiang nin bing bao
X E ., wm R A A m B R
"Your Majesty, if someone reports to you

jié shi shang chd xian le Iao hu
oW bW BT Z R
that there is a tiger appearing on the street,

da wang hui xiang xin ma
K £ 2 M fF
will you believe it's true?"

woO bu xiang xin
A M

"No, | won't."

ra gud yoéu di er gé rén lai bing bao shud
moR A OH AN AN R E R W

"If there is another reporter saying that

jie shi shang cha xian le 1&o hu
oW B B T R

there is a tiger appearing on the street,

da wang hui xiang xin ma
K £ 2« M F
will Your Majesty believe it's true?"

wo ybu xié jiang xin jiang yi le
x o LK FE K R T



"I'll half believe it's true."

ra gud you you di san gé rén yeé lai bing bao
mo R} XA B = A~ A ok Ok
"If there is a third reporter who says that

jieé shi shang cha xian le 130 hu
LT T O R/ )
there is a tiger appearing on the street,

da rén nin hui xiang xin ma
X AN B = H F 15
will you believe it?"

wd dang ran yao xiang xin le
T K E M E T

"Of course, | will believe it."

jié shi shang bu hui you Iao ha
o B A & 1R
"There isn't any tiger on the street,

zhe shi hén ming xian de shi
P LI TN
which is obvious.

ké shi jing gud san gé rén de bing bao
o g & = 4~ A E R
But after three people have reported that there is a tiger on the street,

jiu hao xiang zhén de you le 1ao hu
Mo B R T R

there would seem to be a real tiger there.

xian zai zhao guo bi zhé I de jié shi yuan le xi dud
WO B H O XEW O oW oz 7T W2

As the State of Zhao is far more distant than the street here,

yi lun wd de rén kdng pa bu zhi san gé
we & A B WM A LB =4
there might be more than three people who will speak ill of me.

XT wang da wang ming cha ya
ST = B NI S )



| hope Your Majesty will judge correctly.”

En, wd ming bai ni de yi sTle
mo, 3k WA o B i
"Oh, | know what you mean.

ni fang x1n péi tai zZI qu zhao guo ba
(1S QT I N S S O = R )
Just be assured and go to Zhao together with the crown prince.

da wang ying ming
N SR O
"Your Majesty is great!

zhé yang wo jiu fang xin le
xR ot Mo 7
Now feel relieved."

~o9

“san rén chéng ha ” bi yu yao yan huo é chuan yi zai chong fu chi xian,

o= N K R mowoF o= oW & — | OE B oW B,

bian k& néng shi ting zhé xin yi wéi zhén.

(LT B = - TR < T > SR R & S

It’ s used as a metaphor for the possibility of a rumor becoming credible if repeated again
and again.



